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DOMINTON ASTROPHYSICAL OBSERVATORY.

The inception of the series of events which culminated
in the founding of this observatory may be considered as dating
from 1910, in which year a meeting of the International Union
for Co-operation in Solar Research was held st Mount Wilson,
Californiaes At that meeting the desirebility of providing
further powerful equipment for research in astrophysics was
broached and thoroughly discussed and the possibilities in
this direction canvassed. A yeaor later, on the occasion of
the meeting at Ottawa of the Astronomical end Astrophysical
Society of Americsa, a resolution was passed expressing the
approval of the Society of the work accomplished with the
15-inch telescope and expressing the hope that the Govermment
would provide & larger instrument. The following year,
resolutions to the same effect were &lso passed by the Royal

Astronomical Society of Canada and the Royal Society of

Canada.
In 1913, the suthorization of the Minister of the In-

terior was obtained to make enquiries, prepere specificetions
and call for tenders for a 60 or 72-inch reflecting telescope.
In the mean fime careful investigations were carried on as

to the location most suitable for & telescope of this size,
After an examination of meteorological records throughout
Canade, five stations, of which Ottawa was one, were sclected
for detailed experimentetion as to conditions of astronomical

"gseeing"., After & series of careful tests it seemed that
Victoriz wonld furnish the most suitable conditions, & verdict

which has been amply Jjustified by the results.
In October, 1913, the contract for a 72-insh telescope

was swarded, snd in April, 1914, it was definitely decided
that it should be placed at Viectoria in accordance with the

results of the tests just mentioned. The contract for the
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construction of the building was let in the summer of 191F,
and the telescope was erected in the completed building in
October of 1916.

In April, 1917, Dr. J.S. Pleskett was appointed

Director, end Dr. R.K. Young, formerly of the Dominion Obser-
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vatory, Ottawa, &s his assistant; Mr. VI.E. Herper was later
appointed Assistant Director. After the preliminery work of
testing and adjusting had been done the staff was graduslly [
enlarged, and consists at the present time, in addition to
the Director and Assistant Director, of four zstronomers znd
three &ssistants of various gredes.

Unlike the Dominion Observatory at Ottaws, whose

work covers a number of subdivisions, the work at Victoria

is confined to estrophysics. The large size of the tele-
gecope and its proven efficiency have enabled a great deal of
important astronomicel work to be done, much of which could
not be done &t 211 with & smaeller instrument, A large pro-
gram of radial velocity observetions, including many stars
too faint to be observed with a smeller instrument, hes been
carried through. A valueble research on O-type stars, &
eclass which has the highest temperatures of any stars known,
has also been completed. Another important completed piece
of work is the measurement by spectroscopic methods of the
distances of somewhat over 1000 stars. The two latest pieces
of research, which have brought high honours to the Director
and much credit to the staff, dealt respectively with the
interstellar calcium cloud end the rotation of the galaxy.

The justification for the founding of this obser-

vatory is that by reason of the large size of the telescope
(the second largest in the world) it hes been possible to
earry on reseerches which are of great importence in estro-
nomicel progress, end which have helped to give Cenade a

worthy plece in scientific work as compered with other countries
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The moral prestize of a country, as distinect from material
and comasrcial prestige, is measured lergely by its status
in scientific work. In fact, this is inevitably one of
the main factors which determines its position in the scale

of civilization, and is hence a phese of development which

no government can afford to overlook.
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