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The Delegation of the Ismaili Imamat in Ottawa (Delegation Building) is a

formal and symbolic representational building for the [smaili Imamat in

Canada and for the and
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agencies of the Aga Khan Development Network. An open and secular facil-

ity. the Delegation Building is a sanctuary for peaceful quiet diplomacy,

informed by a commitment to global pluralism and to the development of
civil societies. The building powerfully symbolizes this important mission

central hall and gathering space with an enchanting interplay of light and
shadow. The quality of light within the hall is enhanced by virtue of a
stunning jali screen of 180 inum panels. The
panel pattern—a double layer of repeating hexagons—evokes the screens
of carved marble and wood that filter light and views in traditional Islamic
architecture. Floating between the glass dome structure and the jali screen
is a shading layer composed of triangular frames covered with woven glass-
fibre meshing that gently transforms the quality of light filtering through.
An intricately patterned floor of Canadian maple (49 geometric squares in
reference to the 49th Imam) lends additional warmth and a domestic note
of welcome.
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tradition, light + dark, indoor + outdoor, west + east.
Contained within a simple rectilinear footprint (43.5 metres wide.

87 metres long, resting on a podium of black granite), the building plan is
configured as a “ring” of program enclosing two central symbolic spaces—

a crystal-inspired domed atrium and an open-air interior courtyard. The

atrium is located to the west and is accessible from the ceremonial entrance

on Sussex Drive, while the modern four-season courtyard—adapted from

crystals represent spiritual peace and healing. The power-
ful yet modest design of the atrium and its delicate patterns of light and
shadow evoke in visitors a profound sense of spiritual peace and optimism.
The primacy of light and the interplay of contrasting opacity and trans-
lucency is a strong theme of this work. Clad primarily in glass with varying
degrees of transparency. translucency and opacity, the building achieves a
dynamic visual effect. Crystallized glass panels (Neopariés)—a unique
building material that gives the glass a soft opaque colour and a smooth

the traditional Chahar Bagh. a Persian-Islamic walled gard.
the east.
The atrium is inspired by natural stone crystals, traditional dome con-

struction and Islamic geometries, and creates a highly distinctive and visi-

ble landmark. The unique geometry of the atrium animates the interior
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is located to

ble-like finish almost porcelain in its quality and beauty—comprise the
primary fagades.

Like the natural beauty of a rock crystal that is a wonder to behold. it is
hoped that the Delegation Building will be a source of optimism. fascination
and enlightenment for all.
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Jury: This is a significant addition to Ottawa's repertoire of diplomatic
buildings and puts Canadian architecture firmly on the world stage.
Impressively momumental in scale. the project combines a powerful civic
presence witha level of i Itsi ion of trad-
itional Islamic motifs such as specially crafted screens and a lush courtyard
garden is ch with and sensil bringing the build-
ing wonderfully to life as a delicate and sensual piece of architecture, while
the quality of materials and detailing is outstanding. CA
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